
Tropical forest ecosystems are being converted at a rapid pace for 
agriculture or urban development, and it is of fundamental impor-
tance to understand how this biodiversity contributes to maintaining 
ecosystem services, how it may provide resources for human welfare 
and whether these environmental changes may critically alter this 
biodiversity. 

French Guiana, an overseas region of France, is an ideal natural 
laboratory for tropical biodiversity, gathering an unparalleled scienti-
fic expertise in the fields of biodiversity research, tropical medicine, 
tropical forestry, and evolutionary ecology.

The Laboratoire of Excellence CEBA (CEnter for the study of Bio-
diversity in Amazonia) brings together various internationally reco-
gnized French research teams involved in biodiversity research in 
Amazonia. It fosters cutting-edge research on biodiversity in French 
Guiana, promotes collaborative research with South American 
countries, addresses the need for transferring the results of basic 
research to society and contributes to education and training.  The 
CEBA is also a key partner in the setting-up of public policy regarding 
environmental management in Guiana.

Because of its networked structure, its focus on 
scientific excellence and its long-term means, the 
CEBA is in a unique position to promote innovative 
research in the field of biodiversity in French Guia-
na, and act synergistically with stakeholders and 
the academic world.

mission
The CEBA science project is structured around six main work packages including four main 
themes: biodiscovery of Amazonian land ecosystems, understanding of genetic processes and 
ecology of adaptation, links between biodiversity, emerging diseases and public health, and 
comprehension of the mechanisms that rule ecosystems processes. The results drawn from 
these major themes are integrated into models for predicting scenarios for Amazonian biodi-
versity. They are also used to gather knowledge on the services that biodiversity offers or could 
offer.

science
The research teams involved in the CEBA are all active in scientific research and academic 
education in French Guiana.

teams
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For more information: www.labex-ceba.fr
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Only a small part of biological diver-
sity has been described thus far. Un-
derstanding the way living organisms 
have evolved on our planet is a major  
scientific challenge.
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